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< Report>

A Summary Report of Discussion Forums Organized by the Center
for Graduate Education Initiative, JAIST

Mun’delanji C. Vestergaard (Research Associate Professor, Center for Graduate

Education Initiative)
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1. Inter-disciplinary Education Forum with CGEI Advisor, Prof. Howard Peelle
of University of Massachusetts, Amherst

[Key Words: Inter-disciplinary, Graduate Education, Quality of Education,

Improvement]

In January, 2011, the Center for Graduate Education Initiative (CGEI) held an
inter-disciplinary forum with CGEI Advisor Prof. Howard Peelle. Howard Peelle is a
Professor at the School of Education, University of Massachusetts Amherst, USA. This forum
was an informal event, and was carried out over coffee and snacks. The aim of the forum, was
to have an open discussion on a wide-range of issues pertaining to advancement of graduate
education, originating from students, JAIST staff and faculty. Altogether, there were 20
participants from all three schools, and other sections in JAIST.

Opening the seminar, the Director of CGEI, Prof. Tetsuo Asano introduced Prof. Peelle,
and explained the organization, the education system, the new education plan, and the faculty
development activities of JAIST. He discussed the mission and the vision of CGEI. After, all
participants introduced themselves. Prof.
Peelle led the discussions by challenging
each one of the participants to come up with
‘new’ ideas on how graduate education in
general, and specific to JAIST could be
advanced. Issues such as (i) improving the
quality of students entering JAIST, (ii)
improving the quality of JAIST graduates,
(iii) improving JAIST’s standing and
visibility, internationally, and (iv) the role

of English as an international tool for
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communication, were raised. Other discussions pertained to the location of JAIST. Some of the
participants argued that the rural location of JAIST might not be attractive to some students
seeking a more active social life during their graduate studies. This, they argued, would lower
the number of applications received, and inevitably lower the quality of students admitted to
JAIST. Others thought that the location couldn’t be a hindrance. They argued that some highly
reputable institutes such as University of St. Andrews, UK, are located in rural areas. Rather,
it was argued that it might be better to look at improving the environment within JAIST, in
terms of amenities. Examples of amenities were a cinema, a bar, and an area where people can
congregate and watch big sports events such as the Olympics, and World Cups. Another issue
that was raised was how to improve communication and foster inter-disciplinary
collaborations within JAIST. Some participants proposed that better-equipped refresh rooms,
and seats in open spaces could be useful in providing stopover areas for interaction.

The forum succeeded in bringing together an inter-disciplinary body of participants, and
in discussing a wide range of issues pertaining to advancement of graduate education in JAIST.
Because of the success of this pioneering seminar, CGEI hopes to organize similar events in

future. We hope that you will be able to join us.
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2. Discussions with Professor Subhas C. Nandy of Indian Statistical Institute

[Key Words: Graduate Education, Collaborations, Admission Requirements, Student

Employability]

The Centre for Graduate Education Initiative had a meeting with Professor Subhas C. Nandy of
Indian Statistical Institute (ISI) in February, 2011. Prof. Tetsuo Asano, the Director of CGEI
opened the meeting by introducing Prof. Nandy, and his work at ISI. Prof. Asano then
explained the organization, the education system, the new education plan, and the faculty
development activities of JAIST, and the mission of CGEI.

Professor Nandy discussed the organization and the activities at ISI, and the similarities
between ISI and JAIST. ISI was established in 1931, and gained the status of an institution of
National Importance in 1959. The headquarters of ISI is located in Kolkata, with Centres
located in Delhi, Bangalore, Chennai and Tezpu. Although there are a lot of courses offered,
ISI does not have the mandate to graduate students pursing some courses (i.e., courses
unrelated to statistics). These courses are therefore undertaken in collaboration with other
institutes that award the relevant degrees to the students. ISI is ‘mostly’ a graduate only
institute, and awards degrees in Statistics, Mathematics, Quantitative Economics, Computer
Science, and Quality, Reliability and Operations Research, and other subjects related to
statistics. Students of ISI are subject to
tough entry examinations. Those that
qualify (i.e., all students of ISI) are
exempt from paying any tuition fees. The
graduates of ISI are very competitive, and
highly sought for. They do not have
problems finding employment after
graduation, in academia and industry
alike.

The discussions were important to

CGEI, and some of the information will be

helpful when CGEI drafts proposals for
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Admission and Graduation Policies and Guidelines for JAIST.
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