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Intention, goal, and function
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The notion of function is crucial to explain both artifacts and biological things. They are, however, different in
intentionality: the former seems to be related to agent’s intention while the latter does not. This article discusses the

relationship among intention, goal and function and then proposes a unified definition of functions of artifacts and natural

things including biological organs.
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T LDV AT Iy I AL T AN LK & R BT 51 2872
RETDE, ZOVAT LD M THD LIROBERE X k%
EVHTIZETHD. bL, BIRSC AT LDV ATIvIar 7%
AN TR AREY 2 (FMEBIZ) S5 L IR ERETDE, DI
OFSREIX TS B A E R T 51281075, EHOLHRESNZY
AT/l T— VICEBRL CODEVIER TEAMTH D, £h
BDOVAT Iy AL T X ANNBER D EIARE ) THDH)M
EIMNIE T T AL BIDORIE THD.
ORI B RUARTEL TRV ZETH D, EREDIE
WEINRT IO, TV hMOBERIISLEESNT, RES
T — V& TR T2 ) S WO R AN ISV Tl pe
DR ESTND. 7235, HOWEENT —/VOZRICE KT 50>
EIMEHIWT T B T A AR LI THY, FFRI KT
LTS, 2L, AMEDfigasoriez B g/ [FE 45 1T,
EZRHRN VL ECHLIExE 2 UL, BEIZHH X5,
BRI, 2L TH D). AT AEE L OBRIZSE
RIS THY, ALFAHER, M/ NS, JERF Tk Ei
DOFEHA A T2 —2 = MR TLD) ETIR T
5. MG NEHA LIV REE ETTHD. ZOVATIvY
FERERE DBILRIL, VoD DHERE /> iR BAFR[Pahl 96]-CHEREE K
BAfA[Kitamura 10]1&5%H 675203, ZRNEDIINTHIES DD
EVIZELBE K EDOBMRIEE LI LIZES 2 B.
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T, =—Vxrb a BHCORELZFEDT —/V ag ZE
FTEEDICHWDRMAERL, DT % A F OGR4 1H ]
FERELIES. AT A s BWRIE CEXAEBOELEHDIL, 2
—/V ag ICEERTE 0N, EAKIEr— L A5, T7ebb,
2=V OEMIEFL T, BAR5EAKREN S EHINS].
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MZ2) IEREE AT DI NDIEL TED. 2FY, A
TR ANAE FFERRIIE HE O EIZIE SN TN, 72k,
ZZTOMER (D) 1%, REFIHME T AT LORTIHE
I IEVIEBREITRITHS.
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RELE D, FATREO 3 T X AN T HIL T (envisioning) , &
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FT, Bl IE e —DIHNT, BEELTO A THDOEE, 3%
HEFIC LS TFHENTE AL TF AT, RIS, R
DI, VAT A IRAEND IR EL THELNIZ A T D
LA, M E R LR E S THIL Qv AT Iy
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5. A IEER LU= 2 MR, BB II AT IV o
UTXANERITEREZ G ERVED, BRICESWTIRES
NIRRT AT Iy 7 ar TR ANTHD. ZbDFFHa T
FAMIIESHERES, FRFHRRBAELIE S,
4. SIEWIBEETESR

AETIE, ZNFE TR TEAEREOTIE O BR M2 B S
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4.1 SAFEMEEERSELTOIURATIVIHEAEE

AT IvIHEREIL, (RESNIZV AT Iy rar TR AN
SNTWAEDT, BRICEL TRIZHIR TV, 22 TEK

DER D ETE AT &% ELRAOMAE L RSN L, BFRRYT A
TIv/ESEEILEXICEL T don’t care THHEERD. UL
BN L3825, BRNTHE 1L ELE-TE
59, BRNCBELCIHNL THY, mERAIZIEE 5 D r— 2%
ARET OS2 TND, AA—VEL IR 2()DEHIT05.
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(B 2(c)) THY, FERARELRIGEIC, WIENT AT Iy 7HERED
A& E R A3 2 TEs.
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1F BRI AT IV IHERED TR E THD. LIZA- T,
NTESREII S AT Iy 7k e B T2 7 &L L Q5.
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i a TR AMRFEE TENIE, A TYEENREE T b
1A AFOBERIREL QD RIE TERWIEAITIE, #2Y4
IR ETHZEITE-T, BRI, BREHEES L
5. ZORIZBWTH, BERIZBIL T don’t care 72 al4E/)T AT
v IHERED TG CTH2D.
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FIUKFT 5. FEHEVIBEEZHV WA TS ERLS
%), HOIEENFEET LN TOHEREIT, TOREEORFH D
BRI T 52050, LRNIELH 5.
EOEE, FEORFHEOBEXER —TROVERDOLE T A
TR ENDZ LN DD, BIROBE, RIEOHRED
BROIE2DBER Ca—FICL-o TSN ELH 5.
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b, YATIv /RO T LI LIS, ZOEKEE RS
Lo AT LD (RESNTZ) VAT IvZar TFAMIHESLZE
T, BERIRFEE IS, ORI —VICERT X597, IR
HZEENNHIT— L ELT, VAT IV IMRER E X HTLENTE
5. LIRS, EREE OB AT Iy 7 REEZa TS
LTS,

BXETEALBIEMEEL LTI, AReE OieIxs
AT 7SRRI T B X2 [ VIO TERE M IL7Zb 0 THD
(¥ 2(d)). OFEY, AFERL AT Iy 7HRE(X 2(a)) % T B XA 72
W VO BER TR L7 A& THhBHEN 5.

HERV AT AEROBEEIZ OV T, HLVIHEEZ DL
DN, FEFEVIMEEL RN T0, RS 2T LR OHRE
FOEOIZREET BT U, LR T, A RERE O b
1%, MRESHT- RS AT DR OY AT Iy /a0 TF AT
HAONWTHRESND.

4.6 GEERER®D) BARAMDHEE

BRSO B ERICAE RSN O (B R EFES) DRERE
EBEZHIELTED. BT, g A7 LTS, /IMaa X
PEEL T LWV Ty —ATHD. ZNHITT—V = MIED
MUYEIT 2 | 25 ED T, ZOFEMERITA 12T oA T
HHESZ 2D Uk, BEITAEEINEIITEEOMETH
D, THSRM I ET AN T I3 ERVELS1ZIHLE ELTES
NAELDTHLHEEZ LA 11]). ©FY, BRI OBEREIIE
FIMSRECHD. ZNHF- VAT IV ZHSRED T A ChhD.

47 FL

ZZETTRULIZINNG, KR CTHBEUIEREIL T X T AT
v IBERRE TS LU TE A, WG AT IV IERED T
NHEALLTERTEXS, OFD, AR AT Iy Z7HEREIT A
T4ksee, A IRFERE, B ARAMIERED EAIBEETHD, A7
VIBERRITV T ICH R T A RO TS THDH LN 2 B.

5. AEMIHEELBRIERE

A HIBERE (proper function &b IEIEND)D KRN DWTE
FEFEMRITHOILU T D [Perlman 04]. 2, BEREEIZAeS
RVRDIENEXFIL, D% E (#5E) 234 KB (intrinsic) 12
FrOoBRRA R E 222 AL L T, FrIC, AREEI
FEE OAREHIFERE (B 21 E 0RO A1 T ik %1260 3 4%
HE) ZRF O IOICHEIEMIC D TRY, 2D X572 A G kb
ZEDINCRET DN OWTEER ST TOIL, Fil 21X
(LRSI 72 &3 R RS CE - [Millikan 84].

LoaL7eiin, EH 1L, ZOXBNIEETHLH, #inod H
NEIRSTNWDEEZD. BEEOTEHET ORIE TR D I RE
Thd. #BEE, THELNEDONRIZEET 558 RITIRFEL T
WHILEEZETHE, AERIHERED R E TR BRI IR O]
BB E D% 2700, DEVEOREZ, AEIZHEE S
HEBOTHD. IVRFHFETHLIOIZAE THY, KXY
HIBEREL T DM OFERE (F71XIRA ), N LksRe LA K
HEBED X B EHEIC T DI EHRERE T LI THD. A
TRIESNZa7HE THEL AT Iy /N MR ESh iz =
UTHANIEE DN TWAZEE, ZOBEW T, KEHTHS.

ZOINTHDb DR RO —BICFRET 2L L,
[HEBEE R ) ST OMETH DD, HHEEIZE>TRENT
HOMERENL, Z OB OHREEL TO identity ZIREL, F-
ZOLOMNERT DI EEWFHEN TOHHEREICE T 284
(normativity) Cd 5. € DIEENHF AT ERNEE, ik
& 1L (malfunctioning) L CWA EFHIEND. ZOER CEE

REBITHAZ LI THD (D=8, RETIERB T
DOERFIHIZHEFNTND).

AP TI, T X TOVATIvEREIT TN RS AT
Qv 7ar TR ANDLETIAENIEEE | THHERREND. v
ATy 7 A TR AMNIMBETHDHD T, HOEEIZESTED
FEREMARE CTHEONIES T3 THFAMIE > TE DA,
LTS CTAERERE (Bl 2 13 00) O ARG S REITARE L=
UTHAMIE S THRRDI LTS, UL BOAREGE OFF
BRYEIE, 203 TR AR E OEDLVRWNIIITELHND
ZEIZHD. OFY, HEDOaLT XA (LIEOEE, Mk
T HAR) EOFEDDENIEF IR, E—72bDTHDHLD
WZEUOND. ED72, EFROINNT, ERBEEDOIFEE 1T
DOMg—72 (IR EBND) 2 TR ANDMEEZRIE T HE
ZHIEL CEZEEZLND. LOLARYRE, KERIZE, Zhbd
DA THRANIHETE ORI DML E kAT
LTRGBS D THD.

N LYo HERE DA E ML, BREHERBIZL > TR E
5. OFY, BEHEDNERLMEREE B GE, AEROMRE
Thd. ZNLUIMNIBFE IR LTINS, EEDOSGEITIT,
ERBRIZONWTIE AT L IMEEZ DL D2
FARSHE B RDEAEL 72\ AR ROE L (ERERE) OBA 1D,
i S RE DSMEAE T DA D BHLD, HEFSNLTWRWOT, T
NCBIBIEEE THDHEE ZDND (kD B ORI ZZR) .

6. R

TSI TIXREOR P2 THERBERGR AN 723~ & (R
TELAX) M B ERF I (desiderata) L TV DA VRESILT
W5, 22T, 6.1 fiT Artiga 12550 D[Artiga 11], 6.2 & T
Houkes & Vermaas (245t O[Houkes 10]%, 4 FEC/RLIZT A
TIVIREREN =L CND I EE R T,

6.1 Artiga M ERFBIAICKDHIREE
Artiga I3 EITAERBEREZ MR LEL T, TOEZRN-T &
FURFIEZFRIEL TV B[Artiga 11]. LU F OG-

o HBYFmAIMEE (Teleological property) : ZO5A:1XHD
HODEEER FFD & 709 T L(attribution) (X, ZDH DA
REFET HONEFHT AL RFFEDITAEIELR
BRTIUTRORN EERTED. VAT Iv 7RIS,
BOIEE NV AT LNICHFIET 2B R EZTZNRHDH T A
TIvIArTHRANDL LB HT — VICEH BT D HE
RS L (B LUTEDO IS e — 2T A Sh
TWD) NG THHEHATES.

o Hi#EL M (Normativity) : [HAH D DHEEEIL, TDHLDO T
T EEABE STV D (supposed to do)Z&TARITF LTS
RN ZAUTT AT IV IR REDIREV F DBV THL
MITIEIZLTND. VAT Iy IHEEEIR Y AT AT — L%
BT HIDIT A SN iEn— /L THY, Zin
MPHZLEREINTNDBIE ] THD.

o J&4EME (Performance) : [H D DOFEREIX, ZDH D NELLE
1T CVABZETIRESNART TSN VAT Iy
FEREIL, BIERESILTWAIRA WL > TiIbAY
DTHDHZEND, ZOFRMLHMIZL TS, REHERIX
B F LS TTHINTZLDOTIEHDH, FEITHRFITH
HEINAIRAFEVEHE LTI X TIRDONTHERETH .

o A M:LHE I (Essential and accidental) : [H D DFEHE
X, TOLODOBIEA e R LU KBS 2Tt
TRBIRN . ZO I OWTCIIRIE T L7z, KB [E]
EJEBWRL THDOTHIUE, ZORMBITERETDD
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RIBEZFRL TS, TR Thed, ARG, 2<%
B SR CREm SN CE e/ AR BIE CHL T E D Rt
HERE | 2422 LM TES. 2, 8o (REM) B
BEIXT 22K IAT |IZETHY, TREEE L 251281
HERECIT72W (B LT B AEEETH D), EWVIHE KA
FHAT LB DOTHS. AFLGHTIE, ATE XML SR
BV ATLELTEV AT IV IHERETHY, Lizhi>TAYE
BIRREETHD. BB, SO LREVIERLEF AL
(VAT DR LT H ) FIMREETHY, TIBIEH
AR | CThD. ZOIDTHIRRIZKAIITES.

6.2 Houkes & Vermaas DERBIE(C L DR

Houkes & Vermaas | A LWBERED E AN /2 T ~EFIH
%A E L TV H[Houkes 10]. ARBEHITLL T DL 7= 7.

e Proper #BEL accidental HEREZ XA TEDHZE: ZiE
Artiga DF 4 THE[FU ThH .

o HERER 2 (malfunctioning) ZFH TX5Z L Artiga D
2 THIZBH T 2% CRLIZEOIE, Hdh Normativity %,
ELTZ VAT Iy a7 AN BT D iEr— LA TRk
ELTHETEDLILENG, ENEHMEOFEEOWRD TN
DO MR — LN T STV R E S U CRA T D,

o WERIIRILIZ K Z O TWDZE: REFHOIRD T L
Wy ER 723 & OVEE (physical make-up)iZ k> THITEN
LD THD.

o HHTAY72(innovative)REZ T TEHZ L HREIZ OV
THIZHIRZ A TRLT, WMELZRL THZRNIEN
O, EH MR TS, (BEES RIS
Etiological theory [Millikan 841ZZ A3 TEIRWNZ LG
I TD).

7. BEEHR
REICOEDEF ISR T M RICE T 2@ T, i
IERELIE, BERkBAFRIZHEE-S< Contribution theory [Cummins
75, Boorse, 02 72 L HE(LFRAVERIRIZFE-S< Etiological theory
[Millikan 84 72 NZorTHAVA. ARE CHRELZHEGRITIL)
IZ contribution theory D—FETH 5. AEFHO h KX/ FF
X, KB R [Cummins 75, Boorse, 02] ClEBAREIZS N CU e
molz, ArTRANVOMEEEALSETH2LT, Bk
D= NNEDIHRE BN LS TEDIDITRES D E W]
Ml LI=ZEThD. Fi-, #EE%, [Cummins 75]<°[Johansson
051D I NTHDAFFD capacity F721% disposition TIE7e<, b
DONSISILTIRD TN T — L EL TEEL TS, Zh
TZUL T TR R LA ERENTHD.

8. F&o

BRED a7 MESRIT BRI E SN2 ERm LTz, Z<D AL
WIFSRED E RN G FdEAZE OBEX  EREST LN
TUWD[HEH 97, Perlman 04, Houkes 10]2&% % 258, BX%E
PR CEAZLITEILL XM R THS. LnLiedn, Th
LEFET LT TIH L, ZNbIFaT & TS THD
AR, AR AL QWD EEB X LS. ORI,
AT LD — VIR, O TN N 1S5 FiEk
OFFIZIB T AHWE THHEWVHALZIZFE SN TND. £9T5
ZET, BRIOBRWAREEREILE T 28 e a7 & E R
72 EMM T,

Fox OB TIL, FERRITHERREDICNTELTRLT, £
NEELaTHRANIFEEL TS UMELTWD) . ©FY, &
OHLOHEMTIIHEREICE N T HZ LT TE RV, 2OarTFH2

MR OB DOEPLRL T E, BN E TN TIEEDR, 20
HO AR (AT LK) OB, VATIVZRERTIEED
ZENRTET, D Har T AL TEXTHELINLER
D, LTmdo T, A EWIEED 2, AREk (EmiL)
DOHEREITE D ZENTERV. ZLOAEMMREDHF TR 1L, B
RENZTOAEMRIE BIRICHNET LD LEL TWDHT2, £
KRR OBEEEZ S DRTIIERLRVMN, TNESHITEITR
AREZRIL T THD. OFY, TOREIIFELRIT. Fxr D
FIEZE DTN F JEEL ST, ELLERSEROEIEIZIT
SHTERNEZITENTED.
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