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Research on means to improve favorability to classical

music by earcon applying mere exposure effect

Yuko Isshiki
School of Knowledge Science,
Japan Advanced Institute of Science and Technology
February 2017
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This research proposes a means to improve favorability to classical music. Recently, the
interest in classical music is decreasing especially in young people. For young people, the
opportunity to interact with classical music is "appreciation” in the lesson, except for
voluntary instrument performance. This study focused on "mere exposure effect”. A mere
exposure effect refers to a phenomenon that may be favorable for an object if it is repeatedly
subjected to simple contact with a certain object. This research has been done for a long time.
However, it is difficult to make simple contact with classical music that may exceed 10
minutes, so | sought for a more convenient method. Therefore, this study focused on “earcon™
as a subject to be brought into simple contact. Earcon has been defined as "to let the computer
know that it is executable or running, by computer generated voice." In this study, we
extracted parts where impressions are likely to remain particularly in songs of long classical
music, and processed it into earcon of about 3 seconds at maximum. And we did two different
experiments. What is common in the two experiments is to divide the subjects into two and to
separate them into the earcon user and the earcon non-user. In the first experiment, we
performed an experiment to listen to the two songs used in earcon twice, before and after

using earcon, and the other experiment was to use earcon before, then use earcon using song



once | did an experiment to listen to it. In any of the experiments, users of earcon were asked
to set files for experiments on PCs that were always in use, and asked PCs to use the PC so

that sounds could be played continuously for at least one week.

Copyright © 2017 by Yuko Isshiki
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