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EULIKO: A Learning Support System for Improving
the Katakana-Word-Avoidance Phenomenon of
Chinese Students Learning Japanese

CHONG DIf! JUNLIU™! KENTARO TAKASHIMAT!  KazusHI NISHIMOTO !

Abstract: The number of Chinese students studying in Japan is increasing, and it is necessary to provide support for their Japanese
language learning. One of the difficulties for Chinese learners of Japanese is learning “katakana words,” which are foreign words
written in katakana. If a learner knows both the katakana word and a non-katakana Japanese word with the same meaning,
avoidance of using the katakana word is often observed. To remedy this problem, we propose a katakana word learning support
system, named EULIKO. This system converts adjectives, nouns, and verbs included in input sentences into katakana words and
generates sentences full of katakana words to soak the user in katakana words. We attempt to improve the phenomenon of katakana-
word-avoidance by putting a burden on learners to reduce their dislike of katakana words. The experimental results suggest the
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effectiveness of the EULIKO system.

Keywords: Katakana-word, avoidance phenomenon, Chinese learners of Japanese, learning support
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BT HUAT LA THS.EULIKO VAT LEFALTA
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