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Constructing a social system for creating values and attitudes that accept
the elderly citizens with dementia

Ryuji YAMAZAKI and Tsutomu FUJINAMI
School of Knowledge Science

Japan Advanced Institute of Science and Technology

[Abstract] In Japan, dementia prevention is an urgent issue and the importance of the prevention is
emphasized by Government policy. We explored the possibility and direction of the prevention project. The
purpose of our study is to investigate how the latent ability of elderly people can be brought out and the
elderly with dementia can be accepted by neighbours without prejudice. Our approach is to shape a
community with children at its centre. Making use of knowledge resources of elderly people can be
promoted by transmitting their experience to children. Moreover, creative dramas collaborated by children
and elderly become media by which they communicate with the elderly with dementia. Through the
inter-generational communication project, children’s conception of the elderly with dementia may be
spread to their parents and those around them. As a first step, we constructed a framework of the social
system which realizes this process of the project. It was shown by statistics that the children’s images
towards the elderly with dementia changed positively through the project. However, it remained a difficult
issue how to take up the theme of dementia. Most of the children wrote their feelings of fear about
dementia and pity for the person, even after they understood dementia as disease separated from the
person. As a second step, we introduced a program for children and their related adults to think about the
values of ageing, in which we face with various inconvenience. We approach the investigation of the point
at issue philosophically, and focus on the viewpoint which is required to accept the elderly with dementia.
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