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Aiming at strengthening reflection of social needs to a new Research and Development (R&D) Area of the next fiscal year,

Research Institute of Science and Technology Agency (RISTEX), Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST), conducted

comprehensive studies of social issues in the real world from panoramic view, from the beginning of the design process of R&D

Area. Consequently, a specific social issue was eventually focused on after the several steps such as bibliographic survey,

interviews, and workshops. In this article, the process and the result of the studies are discussed to obtain ideas to improve them

to establish more effective funding system for problem—oriented R&D projects.
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