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Development of a Mimamori-Care Support System
using Aware Technology

SUSUMU KUNIFUII™  mMoTokI MIURA™  sADANORI ITO™
HIDEAKI KANAI™  TsuTomu FUIINAMITY X1 LIu™
TARO SUGIHARA™ RYOZO TAKATSUKA™ TOYOHISA NAKADA™
NAOTAKA KATO™ MASAYA YAMAGUCHI™ HITOSHI KOSHIBA'®

We developed a mimamori-care support system using aware technology to monitor persons with dementia (PWD)
in a real “Group Home.” “Mimamori” is a Japanese word meaning watching someone or monitoring something.
“Mimamori-care” implies not only watching PWD but also supporting their independence to ensure adequate
dementia care. The most essential design concept of the system is to respect his / her personhood in dementia care
and to show the usefulness of aware technology. A new finding was acquired from a joint collaboration of the
opinion of caregivers and the insight of researchers. Some useful effects of this system in dementia care have
already been revealed. Especially, researches of camera monitoring system and RFID mat system succeeded in
application to the “Group Home”.
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Figure 1  The groups of “Aware group home project.”
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Fig.2. Transformation of behavior patterns with residents.
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Figure 4  The experimental version of a mimamori care

support system.
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Figure 12  Activity graph in a day
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Figure 13  Long term activity graph.
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Figure 14  The screen of a care-skill acquisition  support
system.
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